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This study was conducted to investigate the appli-
| cability of natural convection solar dryer im_drying
coffee beans and to evaluate the dryer in terms of
dryving rate and drying time.
A solar dryer constructed at the Don Severino

Agricultural College-Affiliated Non-Conventional

Energy Center was used 1n this study.

Results of this study revealed that solar drying
method exhibited faster drying rate of 3.2%% mc/hr
snd has a @rying time of 54.67 hours as compared ©o
direct sundrying method with a rate of 2.59% mc/hr:
and a drving time of 62.89 bhours. It was also affected
by the &%nﬂity of the product. Coffee density of
30 kg/m has the highest drying rate of 4.23% mc/hr
followed by 60 kg/m“ with a rate of 2.85% mc./hry
The 1eastf&rving rate was obsérved 6n product_hgving
120 kg/m density, 1.89% mc/hr.

Likewigse, the drying was 2180 affecteﬂ by the
density of product. The densities of 50,-§Oﬁand 120
kg/m2 had a time duration of BS99 65.5§ and 80,66

hours, respectively.
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