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ABSTRACT

JONSON. FLORDELIZA DI APRIL 1999. “Lico-Taxonomic Studies of Sca
Cucumber (Holothuroidea) in Nasugbu, Batangas.” Undergraduate thesis, Bachelor of
Science in Biology (major in General Biology).

Thesis Adviser: Dr. Evelyn O. Singson.

The study was conducted at the three selected sites in Nasugbu, namely; Talibeach,
Balaytigue and Maya-maya.

This study deals with the ecological and taxonomic studies of sca cucumber,
which aims to identify the different specics of sea cucumber as well as to corrclate the
diversity and abundance of cach species with the characteristics of the habitat.

Twelve species have been identified belonging to the Families Holothuriidae.
Stichopodidae and Synaptidac. The family Tolothuriidac was the most common with
¢ one

cight species identified. The family Synaptidac is represented by three species whil

species belong to family Stichopodidae.
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ECO-TAXONOMIC STUDIES OF SEA CUCUMBER (Holothuroidea)
IN NASUGBU, BATANGAS

FLORDELIZA J. JONSON

An Undergraduate Thesis submitted to the Faculty of the Department of
Biological Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences, Cavite State University, Indang,
Cavite, in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Science in
Biology (Major in General Biology) with Contribution No, 98-99 246-07. Prepared
under the supervision of Dr. Evelyn O. Singson.

INTRODUCTION

Sea cucumber belongs to Kingdom Animalia, Phylum Echinodermata and class
Holothuroidea. About 900 living species, have been reported worldwide which are
distributed in five orders namely; Dendrochirota, Elasipoda, Malpadonia, Apoda and
Aspidochirota.

Sea cucumbers or sea slugs have been a food item and a source of income of the
people of Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. The harvesting of sea cucumbers for
processing into frepang (their dried form) was first reported in the Philippines in 1911.
Sea cucumbers are sold mainly in dried form, because it is easier to store and handle than
the fresh product. They are valued as an exotic delicacy and a flavorful condiments for

soup, noodles and other dishes. Some species are prepared as salads minus the internal

organs (Trinidad Roa, 1997).



