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ABSTRACT

FLORENTINO, LORIZHILL N. and RELATADO, IVY HANNAH. Risks
Encountered by Selected Filipino Journalists in the 2013 Local Elections.
Undergraduate Thesis. Bachelor of Arts in Journalism. Cavite State University, Indang,
Cavite. April 2016. Adviser: Ms. Lady Aileen G. Ambion.

This study was conducted to answer the question,“What are the experiences of the
Filipino journalists when they encountered risks in the 2013 local elections?”
Specifically, it aimed to: identify various risks in the lives of the Filipino journalists in
the 2013 local elections; determine the different ways of handling risks encountered
during the 2013 local elections; and determine the protocols followed by the journalists
before covering news during election period.

The participants of the study were 30 selected journalists who covered the 2013
local elections in Laguna. The study was a descriptive research using interview guides for
participants to narrate their experiences about the risks they encountered in the coverage.

The researchers found out that most of the participants experienced threats in their
lives and profession during the 2013 elections. They also experienced being harassed,
bribed, blackmailed and manipulated by politicians and their supporters.

Moreover, journalists can either avoid risks or endure risks that are present. The
participants mentioned that as part of the protocol, they should be alert at all times and
should let their editor know their location and whom they are talking to. They should
treat the risks with composure and presence of mind. Journalists should know their

subject very well before asking questions. They should introduce themselves as members

vii



of the press. As part of the protocol, first they should apply for Comelec accreditation and

should get the side of both parties to report fairly, honestly and objectively.
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Mass Communication, College of Arts and Sciences, Cavite State University, Indang,
Cavite in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in
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INTRODUCTION

Journalists doing political reporting in the Philippines are at a much higher risk
than other journalists doing non-political related work. Politics can run very deep in the
Philippines though journalists are not hesitant of covering those important stories that
need to be heard (Maentz, 2015).

As members of the press, journalists play a vital role in the electoral process by
disseminating accurate and honest information to the public. Media tries to make the
citizens more knowledgeable about the candidates, parties and their programs. The
journalists serve as the way of the public to participate in democratic debate regarding

different issues during election coverage.



