


g}rains

BILL)X//INDERS

polity




Copyright © Bill Winders 2017
The right of Bill Winders to be identified as Author of this Work has been asserted in
accordance with the UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

HD
First published in 2017 by Polity Press L/

Polity Press q030. 6

65 Bndge Street

Cambndge CB2 1UR, UK ‘
Wh-
A
Polity Press
350 Main Street j (-[ f

Malden, MA 02148, USA

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages for the purpose of criticism
and review, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher

ISBN-13: 978-0-7456-8803-9
ISBN-13: 978-0-7456-8804-6(pb) 0 0 0 7 7 8 6 0
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Winders, William, 1971- author.
Title: Grains / Bill Winders.
Descripton: Cambrnidge, UK ; Malden, MA : Polity Press, 2016. | Includes
bibliographical references and index
Identifiers: LCCN 2016016764| ISBN 9780745688039 (hardback : alk paper) |
ISBN 9780745688046 (pbk.)
Subjects: LCSH: Grain trade-Political aspects. | Agnculture and state. |
Agnculture and politics. | Food supply--Political aspects. | Geopolitics.
Classificaion: LCC HDgo30.5 \Wsss 2016 | DDC 338.1/731-dcay LC record available at
https://lcen loc gov/2016016764

Typeset in 10.5 on 13pt Scala by
Servis Filmsetting Ltd, Stockport, Cheshire
Printed and bound in the UK by Clays Ltd, St Ives PLC

The publisher has used its best endeavors to ensure that the URLS for external websites
referred to in this book are correct and active at the time of going to press. However, the
publisher has no responsibility for the websites and can make no guarantee that a t;b will
remain live or that the content is or will remain appropriate.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been
inadvertently overlooked the publisher will be pleased to include an necessary credits
any subsequent reprint or edition ' "

For further information on Polity, visit our website:
politybooks com.




Contents

Figures and Tables
Acknowledgments

Grains for Food, Grains for Feed
Grains and the US Food Regime
The Search for New Markets

Feed Grains, Food Grains, and World
Hunger

Genetically Engineered Grains
Seeds of Change
Notes

Selected Readings
Index

viii

24
52

8o

107
135

161

179
I9I

vii




Grgins

“Grains explores the foundational role that
maize, wheat, and rice have played in the
construction of global food regimes. Tak-
ing a deep dive into the political economy
of food, Bill Winders combines trenchant
analyses with a clear and engaging narra-
tive about the three crops that influence
everything we eat.”

Eric Holt-Giménez, Food First,
Institute for Food and Development Policy

“Banana wars, the Irish potato famine,
food riots, climate change and the price of
beer, anti-GM protests, food imperialism,
and hegemonic rule are all integral features
of food regimes. From production to con-
sumption, Winders unearths the contribu-
tion of politics, economics, and geopolitics
to the global food regimes of rice, maize,
and wheat.”
Kathleen C Schwartzman,
University of Arizona
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Gralns - particularly maize, rice, and wheat
- are the central component of most
people’s diets, but we rarely stop to think
about the wider role they play in national
and international policy-making, as well
as global issues like food security, bio-
technology, and even climate change.

But why are grains so important and
ubiquitous? What political conflicts and
economic processes underlie this domi-
nance? Who controls the world’s supply
of grains and with what outcomes? In
this timely book, Bill Winders unravels the
complex story of feed and food grains
in the global economy. Highlighting the
importance of corporate control and divi-
sions between grains — such as who
grows them, and who consumes them -
he shows how grains do not represent a
unitary political and economic force.
While the differences between them may
seem small, they can lead to competing
economic interests and policy preferences
with serious and, on occasion, violent
geopolitical consequences.

This richly detailed and authoritative guide
will be of interest to students across the
social sciences, as well as anyone inter-
ested in current affairs.

Bill Winders is Associate Professor of Sociol-
ogy in the School of History and Sociology at
the Georgia Institute of Technology.



