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ABSTRACT

BONDOC, LILIAN M. GUICO, University of the Philippines Los Baiios,
December 2005. An Assessment of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management

Councils’ (FARMCs) Empowerment in Mariveles, Bataan, Philippines.

Major Professor: Dr. Federico A. Cruz

This study aims to analyze the dynamics of empowerment of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources Management Councils (FARMCs) in Mariveles. Specifically, it aims
to: (1) describe the features of FARMC, establishment, roles/functions, structure,
resources, and programs/activities; (2) assess the level, nature, and extent of participation
of fisherfolk in the planning, implementation, and monitoring/evaluation of FARMC’s
activities; (3) analyze the factors that are related/associated to fisherfolk’s participation
and perceived FARMC’s empowerment towards sustainable management of fisheries and
aquatic resources; and (4) identify the problems/constraints encountered by the FARMC
with regards to fisheries and aquatic resource management.

The study was conducted in ten coastal barangays in Mariveles, Bataan consisting
of 272 fisherfolk. Data gathering includes individual survey, key informants interview,
and secondary sources of information. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used in
the data analysis.

Findings revealed that majority of the respondents did not participate in BD
program and policy development for various reasons. This study concluded that: (1) the

FARMC at the barangay level was not empowered and found to be ineffective for it
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failed to sustain its own structure and transfer it to the community that would encourage
fisherfolk to participate in its various programs and activities; (2) there is significant
relationship between the attitude towards FARMC and organizational variables; (3) level
and extent of participation in FARMC activities was significantly dependent on the
attitude of the fisherfolk towards organization and organizational capacity; and (3) the
empowerment of FARMC was significantly dependent on the attitudes towards FARMC,
organizational variables (leadership, resources, communication, interactions within
FARMC, coordination, and policy), and the level and extent of participation of the
fisherfolk in the FARMC program. Hence, it is recommended that FARMC at the
barangay level should be activated. This could be done through trainings, seminars,
creation of alternative employment opportunities, resource generation (e.g. in-house fund
raising campaign or establishment of endowment funds for sustainable management of
fisheries and aquatic resources), develop feedback mechanisms especially from officers
to the members, and continuous collaboration and synergy among agencies. In addition.
full cooperation and support of the different stakeholders especially the fisherfolk is vital

for the sustainable fisheries and aquatic resources management.
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CHAPTER

INTRODUCTION

The Philippine archipelago is endowed with ecologically diverse and
economically important fisheries and aquatic resources such as mangroves, estuarine
areas, coral reefs, etc. It has a vast coastline of about 33,900 km with a continental shelf
of around 244.5 thousand sq km in the year 2000 and exercises ownership over 679
million sq km of territorial ocean water aside from the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
that covers an area of 293.8 thousand sq km (WRI, 2001 as cited by Francisco and
Harder, 2003). These resources are utilized by the municipal, commercial and inland
fishing industries, and provide the major source of livelihood for majority of the
population living in coastal areas. However, just like in other developing nations, the
fishing industry at present is beset with problems. Problems include resource depletion in
the coastal zone, widespread environmental damage, low productivity of aquaculture, and
limited ﬁtilization of offshore and exclusive economic zone (EEZ) waters by the
commercial users (Pomeroy and Pido, 1995). These have aggravated the sad plight of the
municipal fishermen many of whom resort to the use of destructive fishing methods.
Continuous resource degradation is likely to result to poverty among families dependent
on these resources.

Several factors are attributed to the continued degradation of fisheries and aquatic
resources. According to Carreon (2003), overpopulation and illegal and destructive

means of harnessing resources add pressure to an already stressed environment. In



